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Dedication

To all who make possible the preservation of a
beautiful and historic landmark of the Rhode Island
coastline — The Watch Hill Lighthouse.
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Foreword

When on August 31, 1986, the newly incorporated
Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association assumed
responsibility for the Watch Hill Light Station under a
30-year lease with the United States Coast Guard, the
Association also undertook a major effort to secure the
funding necessary to meet its commitment to maintain and
preserve Watch Hill Point and its historic structures.

The Association’s Board of Directors established a
goal of 3250,000 and appointed Thomas W. Smith of its
Board of Directors as Chairman of its Development Com-
mittee. In six months the funding goal was achieved and
surpassed, and to date some 480 individuals and organiza-
tions have contributed to the Lighthouse Fund.

It was always the Association’s intention to honor
contributors in some permanent fashion. Initially, the plan
was to erect a donor’s plaque at the lighthouse, but upon
further consideration, the Association has determined that
the publication of a commemorative volume, honoring the
contributors and incorporating a brief history of the
lighthouse and of the effort to preserve it, might achieve
wider recognition and provide greater satisfaction to those
who had made the remarkable success possible. The im-
pressive list incltided in this book speaks for itself of the
generosity of a broad community of citizens who rose to the
challenge and contributed to make possible the preserva-
tion of a beautiful and much loved landmark of the Rhode
Island coastline.

A few additional words are required, however, to
record special thanks to a few individuals on whose dedica-
tion and tireless efforts the very enterprise depended.
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First, Elizabeth C. Crawford, who as President of the
Watch Hill Improvement Society, learned in late 1985 of
the Coast Guard’s plans to disestablish the Watch Hill
Light Station and set in motion the discussions which a
vear later would result in the 30-year lease which com-
menced in September, 1986.

Early in 1986, Liz formed a Steering Committee con-
sisting of herself, Chaplin B. Barnes, Judith E. Griffin and
F. Charles Swerz. Throughout the sprihg and summer of
that year the four members of the Steering Committee
devoted themselves to persuading the Coast Guard to turn
the lighthouse over to the Watch Hill community and to
organizing the community to undertake that responsibility.
Frequent meetings, long hours, difficult negotiations and at
times depressing happenings were finally rewarded with
success.

The culmination of the Committee’s efforts was a
“Change of The Watch” ceremony, which took place Sun-
day, August 81, 1986, in which the U.S. Coast Guard
disestablished the lighthouse and turned over responsibili-
ty for its future to the Association.

A further great debt is owed to the Watch Hill Im-
provement Society, which provided the initial institutional
framework within which the Association was formed and
incorporated. The Society was a generous contributor of
funds, and its Presidents, first Elizabeth C. Crawford and
subsequently Audrey C. Moore, and its Treasurers, first
Jean G. Ladd and subsequently Patricia E. Bennett, gave
freely and generously of their time and counsel.

In the nearly two years since the incorporation of the
Association, it has been a pleasure and an honor to work
with the Association’s wonderful Board of Directors and

VI



Officers in establishing the guidelines and operational pro-
cedures which will assure the future of the Watch Hill
Lighthouse well into the coming century.

A final note of thanks is due to Susanne S. Knisley for
bringing together the materials which follow and to Chaplin
B. Barnes for his assistance in editing. Even in a project as
limited in scope as this book, the reader must recognize
that one is faced with numerous conflicting historical
details, involving facts, dates, numbers and names. Where
possible, conflicts have been resolved; where not, we have
followed local, hence presumably more informed, sources.

F. Charles Swerz
President

Watch Hill
March 1, 1988
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Historical OQutline
WATCH HILL LIGHT, Watch Hill, Rhode Island

Light List No.: 18635

Location: Latitude 41° 18.2’N
Longitude 71° 51.5W
Height: 45’ (HAW 617)
Range: 16 Miles, White
15 Miles, Red

Alternate Occulting and Flashing (2)
Red every 15 seconds.

Lens: FA-251
Uses 150 watt tungsten-halogen lamp.
Rotation is daylight controlled

Radio Beacon: 806kHz, WH (.__ __ ....) V, 10 Miles
Constructed: 1807

Rebuilt: 1855-1856

Automated: August 31, 1986

That Watch Hill, located at the southerly most point of
Rhode Island, at the juncture of Block Island Sound and
Fisher’s Island Sound, would have a beacon or a light tower
was recognized early in Rhode Island history. The first

Watch Hill Point, the southerly most point of land in Rhode Island, juts in-
to the sea at the juncture of Block Island Sound (to the east) and Fisher’s
Island Sound (to the west). The Point, Federal property since 1806, is
managed by the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers Association under a lease
entered into in 1986 and extending until 8016. View looking south.
(Photograph by Hubbard Phelps)






beacon or watch tower, meant to serve as a warning system
for naval attack rather than as a navigational aid, was
established by the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations during King George’s War (1744-1748). This
beacon was destroyed during a storm in 1781 and was not
replaced until after Congress had provided for the erection
of another structure in 1806.

In 1794 United States Commissioner of Revenue,
Tench Coxe, consulted with Jeremiah Olney, Collector of
Customs at Providence, on the advisability and desirability
of erecting a lighthouse to mark the mouth of Fisher's
Island Sound. Watch Hill Point in Rhode Island, Little Gull
Island in Long Island Sound, and Watch Point on Long
Island were all named as possible sites for the proposed
light. Controversy raged for several years. Skipper John
Updike and 54 other skippers favored Little Gull Island,
while George Stillman, Surveyor for the Port of Pawcatuck,
defended the Watch Hill location.

In 1806, Congress passed and President Thomas Jef-
ferson approved and signed into law, January 22, 1806,
“An Act to provide for lighthouses in Long Island Sound”.
It provided for the erection of two lighthouses, one on
Watch Hill Point in Westerly, Rhode Island and one at
Sand’s or Watch Point in North Hempstead, Long Island.
The Little Gull Island light was also approved in 1806. In
the long haul, everyone won.

On May 3, 1806, George and Thankful Foster of
Westerly, sold about four acres of land at Watch Hill Point

An carly 20th Century photograph capturcs the view from the high bluff or
“Watch Ifill” before the construction of sca walls and summer cottages
both on the hill and along Lighthouse Road. (Collection of Fred Buckley)
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to William Ellery, Superintendent of the United States
Lighthouse Service, for $500. Although approved in 1806,
actual construction of a round, shingled, wood tower was
not completed until 1807. Elisha Woodward of New Lon-
don was the builder. The light was supplied by a bank of ten
whale oil lamps. There was a one-story house for the
keeper built nearby. These structures stood for almost 50
years before being destroyed by gale winds.

In 1855 construction began on a new lighthouse. The
gradual wearing away of the bluff by the action of the waves
made it advisable to build the new lighthouse farther back
from the shore, and the new structure was located some 50
feet northwest of the earlier one. At the same time, the
shoreline was reinforced with large granite blocks taken
from the quarries in Westerly.

The new tower was built in 1855-1856 of gray Wester-
ly granite. It measured 45 feet in height and 10 feet square
and was constructed of rock-faced gray granite blocks
about 12 inches thick, 18 inches high, and of two different
lengths, 8 and 10 feet. The granite blocks were placed so
as to create a quoined effect at the corners. The three-story
light tower was topped with a cast-iron and glass lantern
containing a single Fresnel fourth order lens. Most early
colonial lights in the United States produced a fixed beam
of unknown candlepower. The few that were equipped to
send a rotating beam did so at random with no accurate
way of timing the revolutions.

A view from below the “Watch I1ill” shows the lighthousc buildings, the
Life Saving Station and boathousc at the turn of the Century. (Collec tion
of [Tubbard Phelps)






In 1822, French physicist Augustin Fresnel developed
a revolutionary ring-like lens that solved the problem of in-
tensity and control of the beam, and led to the development
of lighthouse lenses of a truly scientific design. The
beautiful cut glass prisms set in brass frames collected and
concentrated a high percentage of light emitted by the lamp
and directed it out along useful horizontal beams. This
much brighter light was soon in service in principal
lighthouses in Europe. Skippers back from European
voyages told of the lighthouse system there and how much
better and safer it was than their own. The Fresnel lens
was not officially accepted by the Lighthouse Board of the
United States until 1852, primarily because of the suc-
cessful lobbying efforts of Winslow Lewis on behalf of his
own lamp system. However, by 1859 practically all United
States lighthouses were using the superior Fresnel lens.
Fresnel lenses are known as classical lenses. No longer be-
ing purchased by the Coast Guard, and as the Coast Guard
continues to automate lighthouses and use the more
economical modern plastic lens, the Fresnel lens in this
country is literally disappearing. The Watch Hill
Lighthouse Keepers Association is proud to have received
on loan the fourth order fresnel lens that was removed and
replaced at the time the lighthouse was automated.

At the same time that the light tower was constructed,
so was a keeper’s house, and an oil house. The type of con-
struction and architecture differed considerably from other
New England light structures of the times. The availability

The tidal surge of the great 1938 Flurricane swept across Watch Hill
Point, September 21, 1938, turning it into an island, levcling sea walls
and largely destroving the recently constructed boathouse. (Collection of
Frcd Buckley)
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of granite from the quarries in Westerly made common the
construction of many public buildings in the immediate area
of rock-faced granite. This practice was limited to and was
unique to southern Rhode Island. The light tower followed
suit. The keeper’s house, built not of granite but of brick,
was an example of a common style of 19th century
domestic architecture. The fog signal house, erected later,
in 1909, was dressed up with a simple Italianate detailing
typical of the ornamentation used in Victorian-era in-
dustrial and commercial buildings. The visual impact of the
new light tower at Watch Hill made it an immediate and im-

portant landmark, one valued by generations of residents-

v

and visitors alike as a monument forever associated with .

its shoreline.

Jonathan Nash was the first lighthouse keeper, and he
looked after the first (1807) station with his numerous
sons for twenty-seven years. Captain Nash often took in
boardérs to augment his annual salary of 8800. This prac-
tice was frowned on by the government, and he was forced
to abandon it. However, the seed was planted, and Nash
was destined to become the pioneer innkeeper of Watch
Hill. Westerly people had not been unmindful of the recrea-
tional attractions of the sea, and picnics and outings along
the beaches were already an established custom. In conse-
quence, it had become an unofficial part of the lighthouse
keeper’s duties to dispense hospitality. The endeavor con-
tinued, and Jonathan Nash opened the first shore front
hotel in Watch Hill, the Watch Hill House. The transition

Aerial view of the lighthouse complex from the southwest, showing the
fog signal house in right foreground. (Photograph by Hubbard Phelps)
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to hotelkeeper was a comparatively simple one. Moreover,
with improving steamboat and rail transportation, Captain
Nash may well have been hopeful of attracting summer
business from a wider area. He lost his job as keeper in
1834, when the Jackson spoils administation turned him
out. During Nash’s tenure at the lighthouse, he reported
forty-five vessels wrecked on the rocks near Watch Hill.

From Colonial times to the present, more than one
hundred vessels are reported to have been wrecked at
Watch Hill or on its outlying reefs, Watch Hill Reef, Sugar
Reef, The Catumb Rocks and Napatree Point Ledge.

In a dense fog during the War of 1812, Oliver Hazard
Perry, commanding a coastal patrol vessel en route from
Newport to New London, ran aground upon the rocks at
Watch Hill Point. He personally was exonerated after an in-
vestigation, blame falling on the pilot.

On a stormy night, Thursday, August 239 - Friday,
August 30th, 1873, the Steamer “Metis”, bound from New
York to Providence, was rammed south of Watch Hill Point
by a coastal schooner, the “Nettie Cushing”. While the hull
sank quickly with a heavy loss of life, the upper or hur-
ricane deck remained afloat and, carrying some fifty per-
sons still clinging to it, was swept east of the point and
demolished in the tumultous breakers on East Beach. As
dawn broke, the scene was revealed to horrified on-lookers
on the shore.

Over the centurics, scorcs of vesscls have been wrecked on or off Watch
Hill Point. The Brig “Toronto” foundered on the rocks in a gale, November
85, 1886. (Collection of Hubbard Phelps)
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A volunteer life saving crew of hotel guests and
workers was quickly formed, and as a result of their heroic
efforts, thirty-three people
were lost in the surf. The
passed a resolution authoriz
to issue to each rescuer a gold medal in appreciation of the
crew’s heroic efforts. The total loss of life in the disaster
was estimated at one hundred sixty. In the wake of the
tragedy, the Federal Government established the first Life
Saving Station on Watch Hill Point, in 1879.

until August 31, 1986, personnel was under the jurisdic-

tion of the United States Coast Guard, 3rd district.
Today, the buildings and grounds of the Watch Hill

Light Station are kept in excellent

forts and generosity of the Watch

Association, which assumed car

automated on

day a 30-year

celebrated by

the keeper’s h

are responsible for providing security and protecting the

The furor that followed the calamitous wreck of the Steamer “Metis” in
1878 led the Federal Government, in 1879, to establish a Life Saving Sta-
tion at Watch Hill Point. (Collection of Hubbard Phelps)
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buildings and grounds from vandalism. The station is now
equipped with two fog-sensor beams that can detect fog at
a distance of five miles, as well as a timer to activate the
light beam at night. The Aids to Navigation Team, a Coast
Guard unit in New Haven, is responsible for the operation
and upkeep of the automated equipment.

The Watch Hill Light Station is significant for its
association with the history of commerce and transporta-
tion in Rhode Island. For more than 180 years the
lighthouse has served as an aid to navigation, helping to en-
sure safe passage of goods and travelers. As a visually pro-
minent man-made element of the coastline, the Watch Hill
Lighthouse is an important cultural landmark. It stands as
a symbol of the maritime heritage of the town and state.
Today, Watch Hill Light still serves as an important naviga-
tional aid to maritime traffic. Its historical associations, ar-
chetectural quality, and scenic character make it a cultural
resource worthy of preservation. In 1984 the lighthouse
was nominated to be included in the National Register of
Historic Places.
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Disestablishment Ceremony
Highlights

AUGUST 31, 1986
Welcoming Remarks

Petty Officer, 1st Class, Anthony Methot, Engineering
Petty Officer, Coast Guard Light Station, Watch Hill:

“Change of the Watch” ccremony, August 31, 1986. (Photograph by Hub-
bard Phclps)
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Invocation
The Reverend Joseph P. Bishop, D.D

To the Watch Hill Lighthouse

O thou strong tower of warning and protection,

we pause to give thanks for your unwearying function,
remembering the long finger from your heiglt,

sweeping your bright sword through the shadow of night.
When we were young ‘without a crack in the heart’,
softly, we sat near you, wide-eyed to see the dark
stabbed awake by your command above these rocks.

The night world of stars and sky wake from its box,
illuminated, obedient to your imperious cry,

birds, wheeling and white from the pounding sea flew by.
Long ships far beyond this point and this shore,
fishermen, caught in the water’s wind and roar

saw your light. They heard your voice. They sighed relief,
in gratitude for deliverance from this reef.

Anchors feel into the deep, sails flapped unfurled

The moon staggered watching if ships were hurled
"gainst this rocky shore. The sea rolls on and on.

Your beam flows across its bosom from dusk to dawn.
God’s voice sounds in the buoy bell, lifted by the tides,
calling the drowned ones home, while the lighthouse bides
its time, content to shine, either by machine or man,
begging that its eye be unshut as long as it can,
permitting its light in the high windowed room,

to bless this place and all who from these shores do roam.

18



Introduction of the Official Party

Commander David H. Lyon, Commander, Coast Guard
Group Long Island Sound, representing Commander, 3rd
Coast Guard District.

Petty Officer, 1st Class Charles Merritt, Officer in Charge,
Coast Guard Light Station, Watch Hill.

Audrey C. Moore, President, Watch Hill Improvement
Society.

F. Charles Swerz, President, Watch Hill Lighthouse
Keepers Association

Elizabeth C. Crawford, Past President, Watch Hill Im-:
provement Society

The Reverend Joseph P. Bishop, D.D.
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Orders for Disestablishment

Petty Officer 1st Class Charles Merritt:
“Official Orders, United States Coast Guard

From the Commandant, Washington, D.C., to
Commander Third Coast Guard District:

Subject: Operating facility change-over
to disestablish Light Station
Watch Hill.

Paragraph 1: You are authorized to

disestablish Light Station
Watch Hill as an operating unit,
United States Coast Guard,
during the fiscal year 1986.
Notify Commandant by message
of actual date of disestablish-
mernt.

Paragraph 2: Unit off-sight # 03-41274 and
activity address code Z41274
are cancelled upon disestablish-
ment. All refererices to this unit
will be removed from the list of
the operating units of the
United States Coast Guard.

Signed:

Martin H. Daniel,
Acting Chief of Staff
United States Coast Guard”
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Disestablishment of the Unit
Retiring of the Ensign

“Sir, I have made rounds about the decks and
spaces; all is secure. The light is working properly,
the Coast Guard Light Station Watch Hill is ready
to be disestablished.”

“Disestablish the unit.”
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Remarks

Commander David H. Lyon:

“...We have all come together to share in a sym-
bolic dual ceremony marking the disestablishment
of a Coast Guard Light Station and the assumption
of the property by the Watch Hill Lighthouse
Keepers Association...” .

“...The last of the Coast Guard lighthouse keepers
make their final preparations to depart, while the
newly formed Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers
Association commences the final arrangements to
take over...”

“...State-of-the-art technology will replace the
manpower intensive, constant care that was
necessary to keep the light, the radio beacon, and
the fog signal operating properly...”

“...What the automation package did not cover was
the general upkeep of the buildings and grounds...”

“...Somehow, we could not let this picturesque
landmark go uncared for. We knew that the light
would continue to shine for the mariner. But we
wanted to gain that same assurance for the rest of
the facility. We wanted to find someone who would
continue to love and to attend to this facility and
make it a place of beauty. I think we have found
such a person in the Watch Hill Improvement
Society and the Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers
Association. We are deeply grateful to you for ex-
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pressing your desire and willingness to take over
this site. We know you care. Through your efforts,
our children, and their children after them, will be
able to enjoy these structures and grounds..,”

“...Thank you for your commitment to the
future...”

Presentations

The last Coast Guard Ensign to fly over the Light
Station.

. The Fourth Order Fresnel Lens that guided mariners
back to these shores since Friday, February 1, 1856.

23



24



Remarks

F. Charles Swerz:

“...I am delighted to accept the Coast Guard ensign
and the Fresnel lens on behalf of the Associa-
tion.,.”

“...The Watch Hill Lighthouse is the most visible,
natural, and historic landmark of our coastline, and
it is the show-case of our community...”

“...It is our intentiom to preserve and maintain
these historic structures, to manage the point, to
permit public access to the premises under the |
same provisions as those of the Coast Guard and
hopefully in time to expand its use by establishing a
museum that will focus on the history of the Light
Station and the nearby coast...”

FElizabeth C. Crawford:

“...One of the first women who was involved with
Lighthouse Point, this glorious point, was
Thankful Foster. And I must say that her first
name says it all for me. I am thankful to all of the
ladies of the Improvement Society who took on
this scary and unknown proposition and gave me
tremendous support, overwhelming support...”

The Steering Committee (F. Charles Swerz, Judith E. Griffin, Elizabeth C.
Crawford and Chaplin B. Barnes) at the Disestablishment Ceremony, Sun-
day afternoon, August 81, 1986. (Photograph by Tina I. Barmney)
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“...I am also very thankful for our super Steering
Committee, Charlie (Swerz), Chap (Barnes) and
Judy (Griffin)...”

Audrey C. Moore:

“...The Watch Hill Improvement Society under the
direction of Liz Crawford has performed a tremen-
dous service to

who enjoy Wa

Many hard and

ing the transition from years of beautiful care of
Watch Hill Point by the Coast Guard, until today
when we are ready and hopefully able to take over
the maintenance job the Coast Guard did so
well...”

“...As the new President of the Improvement
Society, I would like to thank all of you who have
worked so hard...”

“...And to pledge to you that the Improvement
Society will be behind the newly established
Lighthouse Keepers Association in every possible
way...”

“...The Lighthouse has been disestablished, and
Improvement
$ open to the
to join us for
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Mrs. H. Laurence Achilles, Jr.

Mzr. and Mrs. William Adams III
Dr. and Mrs. Whitney W. Addington
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Ahern
Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Allardyce
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Allison
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew H. Anderson
David K. Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Hans H. Angermueller
Mrs. Amy C. Anthony, in memory
Ann Halsell Appelbaum, M.D.

Mrs. Samuel Y. Austin, Jr.

Mrs. Samuel Y. Austin, in memory
Mr. and Mrs. Emil F. Aysseh

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Baird

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K. Barba

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm B. Barlow
Margaret B. Barlow

Malcolm L. Barlow

Chaplin Bradford Barnes

Diana B. Barnes

Irston R. Barnes

Irston R. Barnes, in memory
Lidorra Putney Barnes, in memory
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Sarah C. Barnes
Mrs. Harold B. Barney
Mrs. Tina 1. Barney

Mr.
Mr.

and Mrs. S. Jeffrey Bastable
and Mrs. George P. Bates

Angus M. Beavers

Mr.
. and Mrs. William F. Bennett
. and Mrs. William L. Bennett
. and Mrs. Hillary R. Bercovici
. and Mrs. Dean C. Berry

. and Mrs. F. Michler Bishop

and Mrs. Howard H. Belkin

Mrs. H. Laughlin Blair
H. Vaughan Blaxter II1

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

Mr.

and Mrs. Charles W. Bliss
and Mrs. Richard A. Bliss
and Mrs. Edward J. Breck
and Mrs. Paul R. Brenner
and Mrs., O. Gilbert Brim, ]Jr.
and Mrs. Joseph F. Brocato

Peter J. Brockmann

Mr.

and Mrs. Robert J. Brockmann
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Mr. and Mrs. Pelham W. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph J. Brown
Pamela Z. Bryan

Anthony J. A. Bryan

Fred Buckley

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Buffum
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Buffum
Jobhn S. Burke

-Mary C. Burke

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar S. Burkhardt
Butler Brothers Oil Co., Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Buzard

Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Calder
Mrs. Mae M. Calhoun

Mrs. Gregory N. Camp

Mr. and Mrs. John McKesson Camp
Jane H. Cannon

Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Carey
Mrs. John R. Carnell

Mr. and Mrs. Claiborn M. Carr, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Champlin
Ralph Champlin, in memory

Mrs. Courtland R. Chapman
Palmer Chapman, in memory
Chemical Bank
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

George W. Connell

Mr. and Mrs. T. Joseph Connors
Mr. and Mrs. Wells W. Constantine
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Cook

Mr. and Mrs. V. Anderson Coombe
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Cox

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Coy
Pamela A. Crandall

Douglas J. Crawford

Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Curley
Josephine A. Curran

Mr. and Mrs. Duncan L. Cushing
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Daukas

Dr. Nicholas J. Daukas

Mr. and Mrs. J. Hormor Davis IV
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Delamater
Margaret M. Delmhorst

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. DeMovick, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. C. Shepard Desillier
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Dickinson
Helen Dillon
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

. and Mrs. Roger D. Dobbrow
. and Mrs. Peter Dooney
. and Mrs. Leo C. Dotolo

. and Mrs. Philip S. Douthit
Wllhamj Drakos
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dwyer
Mrs. John J. Dyett
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Eaton IV
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Eckel
Frederick C. Eckel, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan D. Eckel
Mr. and Mrs. Harold I. Edmond
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Eglin
Thomas W. Eglin, in memory
Dr. and Mrs. A. John Elliot
Edith C. Engle
Josephine C. English
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Eschenfelder
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory C. Esty
Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Even
Mrs. John Everets
Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Ewert
Mrs. Joseph H. Farnham
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Farquhar

REERE
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Farrand

F. M. Fay Associates, Inc.

Miss Mildred K. Fenelon

Judith C. Fish

Dr. and Mrs. Warren A. Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Flanagan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flanagan

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Fontaine, Sr.
Mrs. William J. Foster

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Franklin
Leroy Frantz, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Fry II
Mr. and Mrs. Avard E. Fuller

Capt. and Mrs. William E. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald H. Fullerton, Jr.
Rita Quinn Gaccione

Vincent A. Gaccione, in memory
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Gagarin
Hayward H. Gatch 111

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Gates

Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Gest

Mr. and Mrs. Carl G. Gezelschap
Mrs. Hartford P. Gongaware

Dr. and Mrs. Robert D. Gongaware
Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt J. Goodrich
Jane B. Gordon
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Patrick F. Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest A. Gralia, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Green, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Greene

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Gridley
Mrs. John W. Griese, Jr.

Judith E. Griffin

" Lisa W. Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Griffin
Peter B. Griffin, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Griffin III
Mrs. Loring Griggs

Loring Michael Griggs

Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Griggs

Mr. and Mrs. Clement A. Griscom IV
Mr. and Mrs. Calvert C. Groton
Holly M. Gyde

Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. Gyde

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Hall

Mrs. Kenneth G. Hancher

Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Harkins
Wendel Browne Havens

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hawke
Barbara Cahill Healey
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

Mr. and Mrs. Drayton Heard, Jr.
John O. Heard

Edwin G. Hebb, Jr.

William J. Hecker, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Heller

Mr. and Mrs. William Hellmuth

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Heminway
John H. Heminway, Jr.

Alice Henault, in memory

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Hetherington
Arthur C. Heublein

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Higginbotham
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Holdredge 111
Charles H. Holdredge 11, in memory
Richard C. Holliday

Mrs. Paul E. Hollos

Mrs. Jabish Holmes

John P. Holstein

Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Holt

Doris Hornblow

Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Horton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alan J. Hruska

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Hundley, Jr.
Andrew Hunt

Cynthia T. Hutton

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley S. Hvolbeck
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Watch Hill Lighthouse Keepers

The Indian Point Foundation

Mrs. Sophia Yarnall Jacobs

Dr. and Mrs. John J. Jandinski 11T
Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Janssens
Mrs. Harrison L. Jewett

Mrs. Edward G. Johnson

Mrs. Gerald J. Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Philip N. Johnson
Robert S. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick K. Kampfe
Dr. and Mrs. Donald R. Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Keyte

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Kiernan
Emily Kimbrough

Mr. and Mrs. V. Scott King
Donald P. Kinney

F. M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Susan M. Kirkpatrick

Mr. Charles L. Kline

Mr. and Mrs. L. Patton Kline

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard P. Kline, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul N. Klotz

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kneerim
Katherine Knetzger

Hatsy M. Kniffin

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Knisley
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Jonathan P. Knisley

Dr. and Mrs. Rebert E. Kuisley

Mr. and Mrs. R. Jeffrey Kuisley
Frederick Koenig, in memory
Marion Perkins Kohn

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford B. Kopp
Charles J. Koulbanis

Mrs. Martin Koyen

F. Gordon Kraft

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis C. Kuhnemund
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Ladd

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Lafferty, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Larkin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Lathrop, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest C. Lattner
Mr. and Mrs. G. Albert Lawton
Ann Woodard Lehmann

Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Lemp

Dr. Walter J. Lentz

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lewis III

The Reverend and Mrs. Richardson A. Libby
Lillis Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Livingston
John S. Lloyd

Mrs. Morris Lloyd

Morris Lloyd, in memory
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Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lloyd, Jr.
Thomas Lloyd

Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Lombardo
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick R. Loney, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Lutz

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Lynner
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Macdonald IV
Diana R. Maclear

Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Maclear
Lydia Maclear

Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Mahar

The Marketplace

Dr. Dean F. Markham, ]Jr.

George W. Markham

Mr. and Mrs. Layng Martine

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter M. Marvel

H. Jackson Marvel

Jennifer V. Marvel

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marvel
Maryknoll Sisters

Mrs. George C. Masterson

Mr. and Mrs. Linwood S. Mather, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Maynard, Jr.
Alison A. Mazzola

Amy Mazzola

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. McAndrew
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Mr. and Mrs. John L. McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McCormack
Mr. and Mrs. William A. McLanahan
Mr. and Mrs. C. Anderson McLeod
Charles A. McLeod, Jr., in memory
Mr. and Mrs. David J. P. Meachin
Mrs. O. Waring Mellick

Mr. and Mrs. Hemingway Merriman
Louis D. Miller and Company, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Danforth Miller

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Miller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Danforth S. Mitchell
Mobil Foundation, Inc.

Mobil Oil Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Clement C. Moore 1T
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin J. T. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Moore
George C. Moore, Jr.

Harriet Chappell Moore, in memory
John D.J. Moore

Nicholas C. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. Peter F. Moore

The Moore Company

Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus N. Morgan

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Mruk
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Mr. and Mrs. Charlton G. Muenchinger
Mr. and Mrs. Herman G. Muenchinger
Almedia C. Munro

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Murko
Mrs. Herman A. Myers

James A. Myers

Paul D. Myers

Susan D. Myers

Susan M. Nafie

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Nardone

Mrs. Robert M. Nelson

Mrs. Robert M. Nelson, in memory
Mr. and Mrs. James Nicholas

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Nichols, Jr.
George Nichols III

Harriet B. Ninow

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Nugent

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph A. O’Connell

Mzr. and Mrs. John J. O’Connor

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Oestreich III
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Orthwein, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Percy J. Orthwein II
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan G. Owen

Marion S. Palm

Mrs. Cletus Palmer
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Mr. F. Joseph Paradiso

Mr. Kenneth Parrilla

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Payne, Jr.
Mrs. J. Dabney Penick

J. Dabney Penick

Dorset Penick .
Anne W. Perin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Perry
Hubbard Phelps

Mr. and Mrs. John Poinier

Miquette Magnus Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Prosser

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Pugh
William R. Pugliese

Nicholas and Christina Raho Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Raho

David M. Rathbun and Patricia A. Lawrie
Herbert W. Rathbun, Jr.

Herbert W. Rathbun, Jr., in memory
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Reagan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. G. Rees
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Regan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Renault

Mr. and Mrs. L. Arthur Renehan
Kimberly Griffin Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. D.K. Richardson
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R. W. Richins, Inc.
R. W. Richins
Mrs. James V. Ritchey, Jr.
CDR and Mrs. A. M. Roberts
Rockefeller Family and Associates
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Ronaldson
Mr. and Mrs. Louis P. Rosenthall
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Rutan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Rutan III
Henry Saglio
Janet Saglio
The Reverend Seymour St. John
Malcolm D. Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore D. Sands
Sansiveri, Ryan, Sullivan and Company
Mr. and Mrs. Stanton C. Saunders
Richard H. Sayre
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Scanlon
Helen Schell
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Schilling
Mr. and Mrs. Scott K. Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred F. Sculco
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sculco
Second Impressions,

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Pokorski
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Mr. and Mrs. Marcy B. Sellew
Mr. and Mrs. David V. Shields
Mrs. Leslie L. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey R. Simmonds
Mr. and Mrs. Shepard W. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Simong
Sisters of St. Joseph Corporation
George Skakel
Mzr. and Mrs. James B. Slimmon, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford E. Smith, Jr.,
Gabrielle’s Originals
George V. Smith, in memory
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Smith
Pricilla E. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Scott H. Smith
Sue Kinzie Smith
Thomas W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Smith
Victoria W. Smith
Mrs. George G. Snowden III
James M. Snowden, Jr.
Sonat Marine Inc.
(Now Maritrans G.P. Inc.)
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Spencer III
Robin Springborn
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. Stachelberg
Mr. and Mrs. Newell A. Stamm
Mr. and Mrs. I. Tatnall Starr 1I
Mrs. Hope Braceland Stengel

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Stevens
Anne H. Stevenson

John H. Stevenson

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Stevenson III
Mrs. Gideon N. Stieff

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Stokke
Dr. and Mrs. H. Allen Strickland
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sweeney 111
Charles P. Swerz

Mr. and Mrs. F. Charles Swerz
Mary Elisabeth Swerz

Mrs. Walbridge S. Taft

Dr. and Mrs. Igor Tamm

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Thornton
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Thorp
Tidings Magazine

Joseph F. Tilghman

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Townsend IV
Mrs. C. Perin Tyler

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Utter
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Vogt
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Mr. and Mrs. William T. Vogt

William T. Vogt, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Adalbert Von Gontard, Jr.

Joan R. von Koschembahr

Mr. and Mrs. David E. Wartels

The Washington Trust Company

Watch Hill Business Association

Watch Hill Improvement Society

Mr. and Mrs. Gurdon B. Wattles,
New York Community Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Gurdon W. Wattles

Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Weber

Mrs. William Weber, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Weil

F. Bradford Westerfield

Mr. and Mrs. H. Bradford Westerfield

Leland A. Westerfield

Pamela B. Westerfield

Putney Westerfield

Mrs. Ray B. Westerfield

Mr. and Mrs. George Y. Wheeler II

Mrs. Charles B. White

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson C. White

Mr. and Mrs. William Blunt White

Judge and Mrs. Charles S. Whitman, Jr.

Charles S. Whitman IIT
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Janet Whitman

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick B. Whittemore
The Wimpfheimer Foundation, Inc.
BMC and Mrs. W. M. Wilkinson, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. C. Michael Williams
Michael Brannack Williams

Sarah Larkin Williams

Wilson’s, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Ferenc G. Wohner
Dr. Warren F. Woodworth

Mr. and Mrs. L. Randall Yates

Dr. Donald C. Yelton

Mrs. Arden Yinkey, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard W. Zanke
Mrs. Richard Ziesing

Mr. and Mrs. John O. Zimmerman
Rosalind S. Zimmerman

The Fisherman Magazine
Ninigret Rod & Gun Club
Rhode Island Mobile Sports Fisherman

Donors wishing to remain anonymous
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Watch Hill Lighthouse
Keepers Association

Officers and Directors
1988
Officers
F. Charles Swerz, President
Susanne S. Kuisley, Vice President
C. Shepard Desillier, Treasurer
Chaplin B. Barnes, Secretary

Board of Directors

Wells W. Constantine Hope S. Lloyd
Elizabeth C. Crawford Paul D. Myers

C. Shepard Desillier Douglas R. Nichols, Jr
Elizabeth O. Douthit Robert W. Richins
Judith E. Griffin Shepard W. Simmons
Marian C. Hvolbeck Thomas W. Smith
Susanne S. Knisley F. Charles Swerz
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